Founded in 1975 by friends Brian Gaisford and Gregory Hemingway,
Hemingway African Gallery & Safaris has spent more than four
decades bringing African culture to new audiences. Now in its 45th
year and under the direction of next generation Logan and Tuck
Gaisford, the art and travel venture is dedicated to educating and
inspiring guests by spreading awareness of African artists, art
preservation, and wildlife conservation.
Hemingway African Gallery’s collection is ethically-sourced, often
directly from artisans across the continent, and ranges from antique
to decorative. This allows Hemingway to represent the broader art of
Africa, offering accessible pieces to non-collectors. While the
African art industry continues to buzz, this family-run NYC gallery
has quietly become one of the largest importers of African art in the
city.

45 YEAR family-owned
art and travel

White Bamileke King Stool, Cameroon
In Bamana belief, the primordial being Ci Wara is a creature of the
wild who taught mankind how to cultivate the fields. Ci is a term
referring to farming, while Wara is a generic term for wild beast.
Ci Wara masks are crest masks or dance crests, for they sit on top
of the dancer's head. Both the head and much of the body of the
dancer are usually hidden by a costume. Ci Wara forms have
become one of the world's most recognizable of all African art
forms.

•
•
•

Dimensions: D:20" H:18"
Material: Paint on one piece of hand-carved wood.
Value: $500

Abstract Springstone Shona Sculpture, Zimbabwe
•
•

Dimensions: D:6" W:10" H:19”
Material: Hand-carved
Springstone.

•

Value: $2,200

Zimbabwe is the only African country with large amounts of
carvable stone. The stone was so important to the people of
Zimbabwe that the word 'Shona' is derived from a word from their
native language that means 'house of stone.' There is no technical
artistic training in Shona sculpture. Sculpting skills are passed
down through families and the large and hard stones are carved
with only hammer and chisel and no modern power tools are used.
Springstone contains a large amount of iron-ore, making it
incredibly strong and difficult to carve.

Stone Shona Bowl, Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe is the only African country with large amounts of
carvable stone. The stone was so important to the people of
Zimbabwe that the word 'Shona' is derived from a word from
their native language that means 'house of stone.' There is no
technical artistic training in Shona sculpture. Sculpting skills are
passed down through families and the large and hard stones are
carved with only hammer and chisel and no modern power tools
are used. Springstone contains a large amount of iron-ore,
making it incredibly strong and difficult to carve.

•
•
•

Dimensions: D:12" H:4.5"
Material: Hand-carved Springstone.
Value: $900

Painted Panel, Ethiopia
Dancing Shield, Cameroon
This antique panel was used as
part of a room devider in an
Ethiopian home. It displays Khat
leafs that is an important
cultural plant in the country.
Khat has been grown for use as
a stimulant for centuries in the
Horn
of
Africa.
Khat
consumption
induces
mild euphoria and excitement,
similar to that conferred by
strong coffee.

•
•
•

Artisans in Chams and Fuban,
Cameroon, create these round
shields for decoration, taking
inspiration
from
older
traditional shields used in
battle or ceremonial dance.
These modern yet rustic
shields look fantastic in
groupings on walls or as
individuals on shelving.

Dimensions: D:1” W:9” H:70”
Material: Paint on wood.
Value: $450

•
•
•

Dimensions: D:22”
Material: Natural white pigment on wood.
Value: $350

Ci Wara. Bamana, Mali

In Bamana belief, the primordial being Ci Wara is
a creature of the wild who taught mankind how
to cultivate the fields. Ci is a term referring to
farming, while Wara is a generic term for wild
beast. Ci Wara masks are crest masks or dance
crests, for they sit on top of the dancer's head.
Both the head and much of the body of the
dancer are usually hidden by a costume. Ci Wara
forms have become one of the world's most
recognizable of all African art forms.

•
•
•

Dimensions: D:4" W:11” H:40"
Material: Carved wood, metal, fabric, horse hair.
Value: $800

‘Birthing’ Chair, Ivory Coast
This style of seat is known as a birthing chair although it
was created for decorative purposes. It is comprised of
two slats that fit into each other to create dramatic
sweeping diagonals. The carved crocodile motif on the
back represents fertility.

•
•
•

Dimensions: D:39" W:22” H:40"
Material: Hand-carved wood.
Value: $1,800

One Hour Art Consultation

Logan Gaisford has her BA in Art History from Bard College
and her MA in Art Restoration & Preservation from University
College London (UCL). Side by side with Brian Gaisford, her
father and mentor in African Art History, Logan has curated
Hemingway African Gallery for the past 10 years.
Logan will provide a creative collaboration in assessing your
critical placement and design decisions. She will do this by
considering the indoor/ outdoor space, other works of art in
the vicinity, lighting, and your over-all preferences and goals.
The diaspora of Africa and the safari-home aesthetic can be
applied to any space to brilliantly accentuate home lifestyle.

